
Ot happened in 
a Coconut Qrooe 
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Ah-wu was a child of China's Li national- 
ity. He lived on the southern shore at 
Hainan Island, where the climate is very hoL 
All the year round flowers bloom there; 
while coconut and banana paltry sugar-cane, 
and many other plants with strange names 
grow luxuriantly. Besides, there are many 
unusual things. Fish fly into your boat, and 
monkeys are bold enough to go visiting in 
peoples houses. The inhabitants are hard- 
working and fearless, 




The house where Afo-wu 
Lived is in a coconut grove. 
Behind are the lofty Five- 
Fingert-d Mountains; in front 
Is the blue sea, A truly boftu- 
llfu] place! Ah-wu'a father 
Vita a brave hunter who ex- 
celled in shooting wild hoars 
and venomous snakes, creatures 
harmful to the peopie. Hia 
mother had a pair of deft and 
clever hands, and she urn-- 
broideied the loveliest patterns 
an their- clothing. 


Though Ah-wu was only ten 
he could climb the tsilest co- 
conut tree; ho could tell which 
was a venomous snake and 
once he even caught a doe that 
broke Into the village, Bui he 
had one regi e t — he had no gun 
and so he could not as yet be 
u brave hunter Like his father 




Ah-wu had two L-ootl friends. Out was his neigh- 
bour Ah-hsiao, the other, his dug H, B tackle’’, 

Ah-hslao was only seven, very short, and limid. Ho 
was -li.Ft-ji id of snakes and boars, And sometimes he was 
even afraid of the monkey a so the trees and he often 
cried. Bui Ah-wu loved him; ho treated him like his 
own little brother. Ah-hslao liked Ah-wu loo stid 
looked upon hiiu as an older brother. The two buys 
had never beer, known to quarrel. 

Blackie was not an ordinary dog either. When, he 
cocked hii ears to listen, no sound within miles cs- 
ofLped biro; his eyes glowed like burning coals, He 
could daw a boar limb from limb. But tu his little 
master he was docile and obedient, 


to 193^ ttw Japanese invaders occupied Hainan 
hi and. Ah-wu’s homi? village was pillaged and many 
people ran away. Marly ushers were killed. 




The Japanese Kildwrii* af™d ihal ton l..| people 
ivuuW rise -u^uLtuI Ihrm. toAk avvuy u3E ilu-ii TunUsig. 
ilu?)Sr UhtibLe to hunt. the pevpie-'i. toe became veiy 
hrii"c3. Ah>W(L bated the Japanese soldiers 



the guerrillas cams? to see Ah-ivu and Ah- 
tn ^n down Liit hill find set what 
Hie enemy was Up to. The Japanese would never 
suspect swell small boys. . , , 


Ah- mi itnd Ah“hslao jumped for joy to be given, 
this task. '‘You can defend on us! 1 " they SAid. 
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Early Ihe neitc morning the two boys set out, taking 
BLacki-e with Them, A l nuon they Arrived :il, ?i village 
near whfoh thsy saw a Inaihvi Japanese military truck 
come to a stop not far Ft™ them, TwO jApanese 
SOldl#rS jurtTp&d off and began unloading the timber 
in the truck while a. third kept watch with a riffo, 





„ The sun beat 

down on 1 ho Jiipii- 
5"" rK'SO S^MLti^ :> C'L rd 

sram they were 
ijjjWL sweating, They 

pWBV-Jnn^^d, Op in the 
■ I f I .trees at the- eo- 
'"■ counts, mumbling 
between thorn- I 1 was evi- 
dent they were dying Jot 
the Erml. but none of thorn 
■::i i li I d climb SU<:b lull trees. 



Ah-^wu fixed hit eyes on the Japanese, particularly 
the ns an with the rifle. Hew he wanted U> rush Uf>. 
knock him down, and snatch his gun! 




■V 1 



Tilt: Japanese soldiers aiSu 
saw Ah-wu snd Ah-hsLao and 
waved their ;ivrtis to indicate 
they warned the coconuts. 
Ah^wu understccd st once, 
and In a twtnkljjug hftd 
climbed to the top of die tree 
with the most coconuts end 
was hurling them down, 
The Japanese soldiers were 
pleased and kept saying, 
''Plenty good!*' 



They had lh<‘ cocnngLs,. twit 
no knife to open them, so they 
still could not drink Ihe milk. 
Ah-wu said they could get a 
knife from Iho village. Since 
the village WAS near and 
the .Japanese soldiers were so 
thirsty they went along with 
the twys, 

Before going. Ah-wu made a 
sign to Blackic to oOe-'cr lh' v 
,1 lirxTm -.v!' guard. 




Ah-haaa did not understand why Ah-ivut wanted 
(0 ouiry favour with the .Japanese soldiers, and Ah- 
wu whispered his plan to him as they walked along. 


They lull'd die ..hipanest: soEdiera Into the 
village and Ah-wu got a cLeaver to open the 

coconuts. Vhc two Japanese sot down on the 

ground and began gulping down the coconut milk. Ah-wu 
gave Ah-hi!E&o a high sign to wa'eh the Japanese soldicrsl 
Then ho nplMit'd a nnthov two onoonul? and took them to the 
guard. When the latter caught sight of the coconuts and 
pul «nwh his j((Un [0 lake one. A1 l-wu C|Uietly took the giitt 
and can away. 


When the guard bed finished 
drinking the coconut rr.Hk and 
looked aroutwj for Iisk ruh he saw 
what had happened. Alarmed, 
he threw down She coconut shell 
la run after Ah-wu. The lifle was 
much bigger than the boy. and 
Ah’wu could not run very lost 
with it. Afraid of being overtaken, 
he became excited find pulled the 
trigger. "'Ping 1 ’, the bul*et flew 
through the trees. When the 
guard saw that Ah-wu did r.ut 
know how to shoot, the man ran 
all the faster. 

Meanwhile the hravt Rlacku' 
chased and harked at the guard. 







The I V.'M Japanese soldiers In ihe village heard the 
report of the j?un and, thinking it was the; gu.£mLlas, 
threw down the coconuts and ILi^d. Mot finding LKn- 
guard jit the irurcJc they were more scared than ever., 
jumped onto I hr truck and drove away for alt they 
were worth. 


Ah'hsiao heard 
BLackLe growling in 
coconut grove 
n.L Ul knowing some- 
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All-WU had breh c tm.^d to 
the edge ol the gmve, there 
was nothing but- the great so& 
bc/ure him, tic did not see 
how >il: WfiS to c&aftpe, ljUL 

duns to the rifle and ran. 
Then he had the bad luck to 
trip over a dump, which E£n( 
him sprawling bn lhe ground. 
The Japanese soldier was 
soon upon him and Look away 
the gun, setting out a horrible 
chuckle I hd was even muro 
dreadful than the cry ns an 
owl. in an instant, however, 
the chuekie turned Lo a 
shriek; Bltwkie had jumped 
on the Japanese and was 
tearing at his clothes and 
biting his hands. The Japii- 
tveyL' soldier, whose helmet 
rolling on the ground, was 
furious and shot Blue hie, kill- 
ing him 



Ah-w'u seized the HTpiX'L'Ly- 
nlty to aei up and ran away. 
The Japanese soLdicr raised his 
gun and wAs going to ahoot him 
when then- was a "lJong ,r . ft 
bLg, fat oxonut landed om the 
head uf the Japanese soldier 
and he- crumpled as he fell to 
the ground. 







Where did the coconut 
come from? The clever 
Ah-hsLao hstl thrown it 
from a tree. Ah-Wu yen 
up to Atv-hsiaa. hugg^ 
him and kissed his no&e, 
which is their custom. Ah- 
hsiyifj pushed him away, 
however, The Japanese 
soldier way only stunned 
and they lied slid to deal 
with him. Ah-hsiao wanted 
to kdl him lor what he ho.d 
done to Bhickie. Ah-wu 
said they ou^hl 1« hind 
him up and deliver him to 
the guerrilla uncles, and 
Ah-hsiso agosed. 


M ,tn- 



Ah'Wu found a strong vine and hound the Japanese 
soldier tightly with it, then tied two mare around his 
waist. After Ah-hsiso tools Lhc Japanese soldier's 
tin hat and poured sume sea water over him, he soon 
nrgained consciousness, and they Led him off like a 
dog on ;l te-nsh. Ah-wu and Aii-h-siat? shoved and 
pulled till they go! him into the hills where they 
Lurhi'd him over together with his rifle tn tin- guer- 
rilla*, 





■wu ;milL AJi-haiao planted a 
coconut palm on ihe spot where 
BlnefcLe died, and it has al l'h^hLv 
grown to be a big, tall tree. Now h 
every evening the village children 
love to gather in. the coo) ol this 
palm and hsten while grown-ups 
tell how, during the anti-Japa- 
nese wnr, the cheiny gUtsrd was. 
■saptured alive by the two little 
heroes. 
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